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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE EC BRUSSELS 02340 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, EAGR, EEC 

SUBJECT: FAO WORKING PARTY OF INTERGOVERNMENTAL GROUP ON BANANAS 
REF: A) STATE 50403, B) QUITO 1741 

1 . WE CHECKED WITH THE EC COMMISSION (DG VIII-DEVELOPMENT 
POLICY) CONCERNING THE ISSUE OF A POSSIBLE CHANGE IN VENUE 
FOR THE BANANA MEETING (REFTELS). THE DG VIII OFFICIAL FOL- 
LOWING THIS ISSUE IS ROBIN SAVILLE WHO INFORMS US THAT TO HIS 
KNOWLEDGE THE MEMBER STATES WHO ARE MEMBERS OF THE GROUP 
(FRANCE, ITALY, THE FRG AND THE UK) HAVE NOT YET BEEN AP- 
PROACHED OFFICIALLY REGARDING A VENUE FOR THE MEETING. HE 
NOTES THAT THE EC COMMISSION’S ROLE IS THAT OF OBSERVER. THE 
COMMUNITY WILL COORDINATE ITS POSITION, TOGETHER WITH THE 
COMMISSION, ON ANY EVENTUAL OFFICIAL REQUEST, 

THOUGH THE COMMISSION ALSO PREFERS ROME, STATUS AS OBSERVER MEANS IN 
EFFECT IT WILL NOT BE ASKED DIRECTLY FOR ITS VIEWS, ITS POSITION 
WILL BE MAINLY GUIDED BY THE EC MEMBER STATES. HINTON 
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